
A Study of Hosea 
Small Group Study 

Lesson 4 

 

 

Opening 

• Have you ever experienced betrayal by a relative, friend, or co-worker? What 
was your natural response to the betrayal:  

o Quit? 
o Forgive and Bless?  
o Silent Treatment?  
o Guilt Trip?  
o Other? 

 
• When did you first learn the benefits of discipline? As a child, parent, other? 

What are some of the benefits? 

 

Studying 
     
    Hosea 5 – Punishment of Israel 

Open your Bible and read Hosea chapter 5:1-15 together as a group. Consider the 
following statements and questions as you study together. 

• Who are the major groups that are going to receive God’s wrath? Why does the 
Lord promise to discipline them? How has Israel played the harlot? 

• Why can Israel not just return to the Lord? What words are used to describe 
Israel, Ephraim, and Judah in verses 4-7? 

• What does the reference to illegitimate children refer to?  

• What is the view of the scene in verses 8-9? What is the purpose of sounding the 
horn and raising the battle cry? How does Hosea describe Ephraim’s view of 
God? 

• The day of reckoning in verse 9 refers to a judgment being executed upon 
Ephraim. What crime has Ephraim committed? Why is Judah mentioned? What 
is the issue with moving boundary stones? 

• How is the Lord like a “moth and rot” to Israel and Judah? How does the 
judgment in this chapter mirror Gomer’s actions earlier? 

• How does God ultimately decide to deal with Israel and Judah? Why does God 
execute such harsh judgment? Does the punishment fit the crime? 



• What is God’s true purpose for exercising discipline? 

 
 
Application 
     

• How do you picture the God of Hosea: 
o Angry bully? 
o Jealous husband? 
o Frustrated father? 
o Jilted lover? 
o Determined dad? 
o God you wouldn’t want to have? 

• In verse 4, the spirit of prostitution arises again. When have you had a spirit of 
prostitution? What other gods did you go after? What discipline did you endure? 
How did you find your way back to God, and make him the center of your life? Do 
you need help finding your way back? 

• God’s discipline appears quite harsh. Do you think the punishments executed 
show a loving side of God; if so, how? How do you feel serving a loving God that 
also exercises such wrath? 

• Is it necessary to hit rock bottom, like Israel, before we truly acknowledge God? 

• Read 2 Kings 17:5-15 

o In what ways do this text and the text in Hosea parallel moments in your 
life? What about Jesus puts us in a better position than ancient Israel? Do 
we take the love and laws of God for granted? What does a life 
transformed by the love of God look like to you? How does your life reflect 
the love and commandments of God? In what areas do you need to 
grow? 

 


